
Coimisiún na Scrúduithe Stáit
State Examinations Commission

Corr na Madadh, Baile Átha Luain, Co. na hIarmhí, N37 TP65.
Cornamaddy, Athlone, Co. Westmeath, N37 TP65.

Reasonable Accommodations at the

2025
Certificate Examinations 

Guide for Students





Contents 

What  does “Reasonable Accommodations” mean?



About this guide   

“certificate examinations”, are the Leaving Certificate 

Throughout this guide, “you” means the student and 
“we” means the State Examinations Commission.   



–





What  does “Reasonable Accommodations” 
mean?    

called “reasonable accommodations”.   

providing them is called the “Scheme of Reasonable 
Accommodations in the Certificate Examinations”, or 
the “RACE scheme” for sho

arrangements is called the “Reasonable 
Accommodations Section” or “RA Section”.   

Purpose of examination access 
arrangements   





everyone else’s and have the same meaning. This makes 

either direction is an “examination access barrier”. 



Deciding what is needed   



Why we need criteria   

we don’t give every student all the access arrangements 



students can’t. For this reason, the fairest thing to do is 



students need to do their examinations in a “special 
centre”, which is a centre with very few students, or in 

n “individual special centre”, where they are on their 

illness. Other students who don’t need a special centre 



Exemptions, waivers, and explanatory 
notes    





 



 



Getting the arrangements you need   

• 
• 



–







If you are unhappy with the arrangements 
being made    



“Independent Appeal Committee”. The letter giving our 



Moving from junior cycle to senior cycle   

shouldn’t.   

even if you didn’t have them at Junior Cycle.   

Moving on to third level   



called the “Disability Access Route to Education”   

Available arrangements   



Accessing print   





omething is, or, for example, “which of these 
lines is the red one?” As you will not need to ask such 



picture sequence (“Sraith Pictiúr”) in the Leaving 



“English story boards”.)

Accessing sound   





–

–

–



examiner to repeat something because you didn’t hear 



Communicating your answers   







The examination environment and timing   







–



• 

• 





be eligible to take a “deferred” examination instead a 





External candidates  

More information   



–

Glossary   



“ ”.   

“Exemptions, waivers, and explanatory notes”. 



“Exemptions, waivers, and 
explanatory notes”.

–





“Scheme 
Accommodations in the Certificate Examinations”. It is 





See the section in this guide on “
”.   



Appendix 1: The principles that the scheme 
is based on    

 

 

 

 



 

 

Accommodations should reflect a candidate’s normal 

 

 

 



 

 

 
candidate’s performance (e.g., illness, trauma, 



**Core: ‘core’ in this context has two dimensions, as 

 

 

 
Appendix 2: Key dates for the 2025 
examinations   



–

–




