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Mobile Phone Policy

Introduction

Presentation College is a Catholic, coeducational, voluntary secondary school which caters for
students of all religions and backgrounds in accordance with current equal status legislation.
The policy has been developed following consultation between staff, parents, students,
Principal and the Board of Management. In this policy document the term ‘parent’ is taken to

include ‘guardian’.

Mission Statement

Presentation College is, by choice, a truly coeducational school. We aim to prepare all of our
students, girls and boys alike for the challenges, responsibilities and experience of adult life.
All members of the school community - students, parents, teachers and other staff - are held
in very high regard and their dignity, worth and individuality are respected. We strive to build

a sense of community based on Christian values.

Presentation College is under CEIST Trusteeship. The core values of CEIST are intended to
support and nourish the lives of the people at the heart of our school: students, staff and parent.

Its key principles focus on:

> Promoting spiritual and human development.
> Achieving quality in teaching and learning.
> Showing respect for every person.

> Creating community.

> Being just and responsible

Inspired by the vision of Nano Nagle, Presentation College provides the conditions and
experiences which will promote the development of the full potential of each person including

the spiritual, moral, physical, social, aesthetic, intellectual and vocational development.



| Presentation College

Carlow
Rationale

This policy is informed by Circular 0045/2025-Restricting the use of and access to personal

mobile phones by students during the school day.

Presentation College recognises that technology will play an increasing part in learning and
teaching. Therefore, as part of our Digital Plan, all students in our school use iPads/laptops.
This Mobile Phone Policy is intended to minimise distractions during school hours. It is strongly
encouraged that students leave their mobile phone at home. Those students who bring a
mobile phone to school may not use it on the school grounds, or in school. Students who do
bring a mobile phone to school will be required to store it in their lockers upon arrival in school
and not used again until they have exited the school gates. Breach of these regulations may
result in the mobile phone being confiscated for up to five days.

Mobile phones will be given to the principal if confiscated and can be collected from the
principal.

It is important to note that the misuse of mobile phones to engage in any form of bullying/
intimidation/images/videos will have serious sanctions.

Students should not connect their personal mobile phone devices to the school Wi-Fi network.
This policy reflects the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) which refers to digital rights, including the right to protection and safety in the digital

environment.

This policy is intended to support the school, in

* improving the learning environment in school by reducing distraction

« reducing the risk of cyberbullying and access to inappropriate content during school hours
« increasing traditional social interactions between students at school break times.
Responsibility for Mobile Phones

Students who bring a mobile phone to school do so at their own risk. Mobile phones must be

switched off and stored securely in the student’s locker for the duration of the school day.

The school does not accept responsibility for the loss, theft or damage of mobile phones

brought onto the school premises.
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Images, Recording and Data Protection

The use of mobile phones or other personal devices to record, photograph or share images,
audio or video without permission is strictly prohibited. Such actions may constitute a breach
of data protection legislation, the school's Child Protection Procedures, and the Code of

Behaviour, and may result in serious sanctions.

In order to assist the school in implementing this policy, parents are not to arrange to contact
students by mobile phone at any time during the school day. Contact with the school may

be made through the school office.
This policy is supported by several of the school’s other policies:
e Acceptable Use Policy
¢ Bi Cinealta Policy
¢ Child Protection Procedures 2025
¢ Code of Behaviour

¢ Wellbeing Policy

Exemptions

All exemptions must be agreed in advance with the principal, documented appropriately and
reviewed regularly. Exemptions will apply only for the specific purpose identified and do not

permit general mobile phone use.

Exemptions will only apply for medical, wellbeing or specific practical reasons, or for reasons

related to students’ special educational needs.

The exemptions should allow students to access their phones for the specific reason outlined
in the exemption and not for general use. The examples below are not exhaustive and

consideration will be needed on a case-by-case basis.

Examples of some of the possible issues where exemptions are justified may include, but are

not limited to:
« Diabetes blood glucose monitors and/or insulin delivery mechanism.

* Blood pressure monitoring.
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« Seizure conditions where monitoring via a mobile phone app is needed.

« Additional/special educational needs, for specific tasks relating to a student’s visual

impairment, hearing impairment, speech and language impairments.
*Students may be permitted to have their mobile phones with them on co-curricular activities.

- Senior Cycle students, if leaving school premises at lunch time may use their mobile phones

off school grounds.

Signature: ALM W‘LM@

(For and on behalf of the Board of Management)

Date: 14/5/26



